DriveTime

Arizona Republic
Circulation 486,131
September 13, 2005

Front Page

Experts warn against buying
Reduced 20%

‘flood cars’ after hurricane
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) th&ear" Eglin said. “I've seen *
lmm.c

aslong asthey get the car éutof
the (flood) area; the (buyer)
just thinks it’s:a smndard run--
of-the-mill used car.”- ;.

+Although the car mlght look
andrunfmedunngatestdnve,
every electrical, mechanical
aind structural component in
the car is damaged and will -
soon break down. :
- “Basically, you're looking at "
a car that’s rotting from the in-
side out,” said Chris Basse, a
spokesman for Carfax: “You
pever know - what’s’ going to
happen with a car. that's been
under water.™

-Water is not the only e§
causing the damage, he “add
but all the mixd and filththat is
suspended in the:floodwater.
- “If you've-eves: seen. flood-

water; it's:-disgusting,- ~Basso -

said.-“Huiman-effluent, chemi-

ter runs: t! gh, the: water-

pncksup,andltallgetsm‘tbg o
car

- Fine, gntty sxlt also gets
everything, - from: ‘electronic
components . 10" engines: ' and

xmssmns, and: causes-ex-

" “Yow’ll never get that outof”

rail to : the - Southwest;” ‘said

-Mike Mullan, a Phoenix auto
" broker and longtime. automo- .
tive retailer. “They:know: that

Vot

Vehtcles damaged by Humca e Katrina

vory pasts and washed nﬂes,
performing histories desxgned
1o discover past damage, insur
~ance claims and title shenam
*gans, P;ospectwe auto buyers
can get a“ vehicle’s history
checked for a fee at carfax—
.com.

Phoemx—based Qggeﬁme said.
: Ther arealsommplerways ‘

oncofthenamnslargmused
car:chains, useés. the title-his-

“tory firm: Experian: to: check
out. vehicles . before buying

them -at -auction -and: putting

them up for sale on the compa-

ny’s lots, Chlef Execunve Ray
- Fide}-said-

B

“Thefn'stthmgwe doxsava-

cals; oil: Aﬂng that the wi- —pety of different car history

rts,” said Fidel, whose
mpany projects sales of
000 cars and tricks in 2005.
¢ auction also has-to iden-
tify them, 1f they’ve been ina

Dnve’hme mechamcs lnok
for signs of flooding when they
perform . pre-sale ‘inspections,
company spohesmn Jon Bl
linger said. I fiood.damage is

detected, the vehicle is kicked .

hed . back:totheaucnﬂneompmy

s fararefuné;“

. had been declareditotaled by ;

insurers -will have-its’ title’
“branded” with.& notation that
reads: “salvage” ar. someﬁxins
sirnilar. ; Anmna uses the

vage notation. :

‘with somethin,

ORI
5 Fidel'said: thereputatwnsef
u.sedcar*dealers are damaged

- by people selling. illegally, es-
' pecially those wha profit from
themsfortuneofothecs ;

“There are those who take

advantage of any situation, and
g like this fiod
‘tin New Orleans), the darkside

.w:llpopupxtsuglyh&d, E’idel
said. ¢

f@\

‘bemg involved. With the Inter-

"% THE %=
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:

{nsurdnice companies ever

net; it's-easy to. perform such
{ransactions with

Eglinhas mspected cars for
rospective buyers: that turn
- out to:-have flood. damage; he
said, and he knows how to de-
tect floed cars by sight. The
,-main- g:voaway comes from

" there usually will be clumps of
‘mud left from the flood. The

i mudis bard to remove for ade-

{BAVID ). PHILLIP/ASSOCIATED PRESS
in ﬂoodwatexs in Shdell La

curbsxde at .one time. A buyer
who falls for a curb-stone scam
and whose car starts b

down probably will find it hard
to contact the seller, many of..
whom tisé fictitious: busmess
names and addresses; and un=; -
traceable cellphones, Mullan

-.‘~

that flood cars get resold to in-
nocent buyers as régular used

cars. Sometimes, private own-..
' ers whose cars aré damaged in.

floods will have them cleaned

up and sold outnght w1thout

. tailer cleaning the car; he said,
withaut further damaging deli-
catewn'es and electronic parts.

- A pre-sale inspection is an
nn.portant tool for anyone buy-.
ing a used car or truck, Eglin
said, and most shops will per-

" formsucha semce fora nomx»
nal fee. ;

“That’s Why you mke a car,
fox inspection, becanse other-
wise you can end up with a real
.problem,” he added. “It can be

hard to tell that a.car’s been
submerged. But if you findany
skeletons of fish, that should be
your first clue.” .
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